
JUDITH
(Cbrrrllht, W4.)

WAfl spending my summer holidays

I at Dloppo. Ono evenlnR I was sit-

ting, all alone by myself, on tlio
trrraco outside the Casino. I ns

taking my ease In a long chair rloe to
tho sea-wal- l. In front of me, In the plow
of thn electric light, people were seated
at llttlo tahlcs having refreshments. At
ono of these was a gentleman whoso namo
1 know, talking to one who was to mo a
complete stranger.

Tho first gentleman's namo wna
Armitage. IIo wan nn amaz-

ingly handsome young man, perhaps In

tho late twenties. He' was staying In my
hotel, and was tho cause of no llttlo
amusement to of tho other visitors.
He, a young man of seven or eight and
twenty, evidently of birth and breeding,
was paying the most marked attention to
a womnn who was otic of the greatest
jokes In Dieppe Miss Drawbridge

Miss Drawbridge, commonly knen-- n as
"Gertrude," to people who had never
spoken to her In their lives, was a sort
of standing dish at Dieppe. She was sup-

posed to have been thcio longer than the
oldest Inhabitant; she had certainly been
a frequenter for quite a number of years.

Imagine the sensation which stirred the
air when It bn-nm- o known that this pcr-f.-- ct

Adonis was engaged to "Gertrude."
Had not Miss Drawbridge announced the
fact herself, I fancy few people would
have believed it.

There was I on the terrace, In my long
etiair, nnd there wns Mr. Armitage,
drinking what looked to me very llko
absinthe fancy drinking absinthe at that
time of night, or, so far as that goes, at
any time'-a- nd talking to a perfect
stranger. Of course, the man was quite
entitled to be a stranger: but I have sel-

dom seen a man whoso looks I liked less.
Ho was a sallow, hatchet-face- d man, with
nn upturned mustache which I hate'
and something the matter with one of his
eyes which made him seem to be looking
tn two directions at once Nor did I llko
his manner toward Mr. Armitage; lie

reemed to me to be positively bullying

him. That was ono reason why I watched
what they said, and some very surprising
observations I cannot say I heard I saw.
And, as always Is the case on such occa-

sions. I, Up reader thnt I am, could not
have gained a more Intimate acquaintance
with them had they bawled them In my
car.

The first thing I saw was tho stranger's
thin lips contorting themselves as, In

what I imagined to bo an angry under-

tone, they formed these wotds, which I

liivo no doubt, judging from the cxpres-lio- n

of his face, he snapped out at Mr.
Armitage as If he were an angry terrier:

"Don't you make any mistake, about It,

my boy. I've not come over to Dieppe to
e fooled with. I'm going to have you

.r the money in hours,
f I have to have you, it will bo penal e,

and then the smile will come oft

hat pretty face of jours.''
Mr. Armitage was not smiling at that

particular moment, as any on e could seo;

in the contrary, he looked very much d.

The way in which lie leaned
ross the table helped me to realize the

arnestness which I felt sure was In his
olco as he replied to the other's threat,

in words, which as I saw each fresh one
haped on his lips, surprised me more
nd more.
"Don't be absurd, Clarke. I can't per-

form the- Impossible. I can't get It in

hours: hut you shall
lave your money, with a thumping lnter-st- .

if you will only give me reasonable
time."

"And pray, v. hat do you call reason-

ing time, my beautiful-forge- r?"

"It won't take very much to make mo

break this glass against your face,
Clarke. You may have tho whip-han- d

of me, but I'll break your neck beforo
you get a chance of laying the lash
across my back."

There was a patibe. Mr. Armitage
eaned so far forward that I quite ex-

acted that ho would take the othei by

he throat and strike him with his glass
was Just on the point of jumping up and

Jolng something which would divert his
mention, when ho seemed all at once to
change his purpose, and. lemma right
back, positively laughed.

"What nonsense it Is, Clarke, our talk-n-- 4

like this. I tell you again, you shall
havo your money, with thumping intcr-I-f

you'll wait."
' I know a good deal nhout you, my Ind

- about all there Is to learn but I don't
know where you're goinB to get anything
llko that amount of money from, unless
you've found some ono else to rob."

I thought Mr. Armitage would resent
this remark as ho had done the others,
and 1 bellevo that for a moment It was
his intention to do to, but again ho
changed his purpose, und I saw theso
remarkable words coine from his Hps

"I havo I've found a woman."
It was not strange that Mr. Clarke

ooked at him aa If ho wondered If ho
vas In earnest; then ho asked, with a
unlit! which made hhn an even more

pen-o- than before:
"Who Is the woman you purpose to rob,

it tho eleventh hour?"
"It's tho woman 1 Intend to make my

wife,"
'Oh, so theie Is a woman you're going

lo make your wife -- at lust. What
iliout "

".Stop that, Claike; don't you mention
ii y names. You keep your tongue

your teeth. I'm going lo marry
ho woman I'm going to marry because
'in a thief, and because I'm such a cur

lhat I shrink from paying the penalty,
.She's a wretched old fool, but she's got
money, nnd the's willing to give mo mon-i-

enough to bo rid of you and savo my-n-- lf

from tho treadmill."
This hounds as If It were Kalm; to be

a marriage of real affection, a genuine
The nicer which was on

Mr Clarke's lace as h said this; the
indescribable look which wa on Mr.
Armitaee' as hn replied,

"If you only knew how I hate the wom-

an; how every pulse throbs with loathing
when she comes nenr me." Ho gave what
neemed to mo to he a great sigh. "I
shouldn't wonder If I were to murder her
on our wedding night."

"Sho must bo a wnlktng nightmare.
What Is tho fortunate lady's nnme? I

take It sho has tons of money."
"Her name Is Drnwbrldgo, and she has,

at any rate, enough money to pay you,
Clarke."

"I hope there will be a little loft for
you when I am paid, I do really, my dear
boy."

"Well, there may be or thero mayn't:
but I'm marrying her to get the monsy
to pay you, and that's tho whole, plain
truth."

Mr. Armitage was about to rl-- from
his chnlr when tho other leaned right
over tho tablo and Btopped him,

"Ono moment, Armitage, one moment.
When are you going to touch that money,
eh?"

"I can't tell you the exact day now,
can 1? I only proposed to her yesterday
It was your telegram that brought mo to

tho sticking point."
"I'm afraid I shall have to push you

a little beyond the sticking point. I'm In
a hole myself. I've got to find nt least
liw hundred pounds in
hours "

"Is that true?" i

"Perfectly true. I shall be In a very
Inconvenient position If 1 don't find It
and It's got to come from you. Can you
get live hundred pounds out of your fair
lady between this nnd tomorrow nlght7 If
you' can I'll wait a few days for tho ret,
but live hundred 1'vo got to havo bcfoio
I go to bed tomorrow night; or you know
tho alternative if I don't. There's some-
thing cite I should like a hundred to- -

night."
i miven l ien jiuuiiuw ivu in mi: nwnu.

I'm practically broke."
"Then it look", as If you'll have to get

a hundred for me and a bit over for your-
self."

Mr. Armitaee. looking steadily at the
other, seemed to see something In his
I'.ico which made it clear that he meant
what ho said. A grim look came on his
own face as I saw him say: "I'll see what
1 can do."

"You'd better. Where Is the lady?"
"I'unllng, In the club; playing Dacca-- i

at."
"Then you'd better cut oft to tho club

as fast as ever you can, and take her by
the scruff of tho neck and squeeze that
hundred out of her while she's got It to
squeeze."

Mr. Armitage got up from his chair.
"Where shall I llnd you, at tho hotel
or here?"

"You'll find me all over the place, my
lad, don't you make any mistake. I'm
not going to lose sight of you till I've got
my money, or got you In Jail."

Mr. Armitage took himself off, with an
air of Indifference which was very well
done; he could not have had a very care-
less feeling in his heart. Almost Imme-
diately Mr. Clarke followed with the evi-

dent intention of dogging his step.
What on eartli was I to do? I could

not allow a person of my own sex to en-

ter Into what I knew would be such a
hideous marriage without making some
attempt to lay before her the facts upon
which my knowledge was based.

I got up from my seat and went in
search of Miss Drawbridge; finding her,
at I had expected, in lhat part of the
building which is found in every French
casino, nnd which I prisumc Ironically
Is called "cercle piive," as If it ever Is,
In any sense of tho word, a "club," or
has anything "private" about it. She
was seated at one of the baccarat tables,
and I could see at a glance that she was
winning; she had quite a quantity of
bank notes in front of her, and kept add-

ing to the store. Presently the bank was
closed and the players rose. Miss Draw-hrldg- e

rose, too, with her spoils in a white
satin handbag. As she moved toward tho
door Ml'. Armitage came Into the room,
with Mr. Clarke not very far behind him.
I caw Armitage ask her, with an attempt
at a smile:

"Well, whnt luck? lion many banks
have you broken?"

Her back was toward me, that I
could not see her answer, but 1 guessed
wnat it was rrom ms rejoinnei.

"That's great news. I fancy lie liesl- -

tatcd. Would he havo the assurance to
ask for that hundred pounds for Mr.
Clarke without a moments warning? Ho
approached tho subject by what I
pose he meant to be a delicate way im
awfully glad you've had a bit of luck, bc- - i

cause the fact Is it's all the other way I

wiin mo; 1 can e ao aiiyiiiu.H i.kui,
between ourselves " I saw him hesi
tate again; I amaglne that the decent
man which was In him made It difficult
for him to ask a woman for money when
it came to the pinch

What she sa d I could not see, but .1
.u. . w nvlnir

ntaiiuuun. Vell.nd whkt ffbeKn
nllrRelveH?'

Ho made a stumbling effort to explain
what lt was he wanted.

"You know, it's like this: I'm awfully
pusneu lor com. "J""' -- " ' "Vr"to lend me say. a hundred out of those
winnings or urs

what" word mbuht,er hand dived into her
white saUn bag just as they pas.ed

I til" CnHino. I saw In the
crowd round0 ti,e "little horses" Mr.
Clarke sidle up to Mr. Armitage. notn
their fares were in Dlaln sight. I Could
see Mr. Clarke aFk:

"Well, have you got It? Has the sweet
young thing been kind?"

Mr. Armitage turned away, as if thn
other's gibe had roused him to sudden
anger; but I saw him hand his compan-
ion something as lie moved away, and
I knew whnt It was.

I found Miss Drawbridge sitting at tho
very tabln on the terrace which had been
lately occupied by Mr. Armitage and his
friend. As I took the chair in front of
her she said to me:

"That's right, come and talk to me-n- nd

havo Bomethlng." She herself was
having some curious concoction In a big
glass; for me she ordered a lemon-squas-

"I've had a good night, my denr.
It seems as If 1 can't lose at baccarat
lately-- ns If my luck hnd turned; I'm
sure It's about time It should, You look
a llttlo moped. What's been troubling
you?"

I consldeied for a second or so; then
I decided, by degrees, to make the plunge.
I approached the subject by what I
meant to be a roundabout fashion of my
own.

"I've Just leatned something rather

"Have you? That's easy; the diffi-
culty Is to learn something else. Is It
private, or for publication?"

"I'vo Just learned that a man who I
thought was rather a decent sort Is a
thief nnd a rogue, nnd two or three other
things which ale rather worse.'

Miss DiawbrhUo had her flsh-IIk- e eyes
they nlways looked as If they had been

boiled fixed on me with a watery Mare.
"What's tho lentlcman's name?" I

knew from her manner that, as the chil-
dren have It In their gnme, sho w "get-
ting warm." "Does It begin with the
first letter of the alphabet?"

V--
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"Who the ilenee nrn

"I'm afraid it does."
"Whnt have you found out about Mr.

Armitage? Stay before you speak I

ought to tell you that what you say will
In all probablVitv be repeated to him: and
while I'm about it 1 ought, perhaps, to
tell you something else and that Is not
a very easy something to say."

She sipped at her glass; then she took
a clgaietto out of a gold case and began
to smoke. I thought what an extremely
unprepossessing person she seemed,
Itather to my surpilse, and a good deal
to my confusion, she showed an unex-
pected capacity to read my thoughts.

"You don't think I'm very much to
look at. do 5011? I'm not; I never was.
Time has not improved me, either outside
or in. When T was young I was very
poor, l'or seven ears I was a governess
at sometimes twentv. sometimes thirty
pounds a vear, and lived upon my earn- -

lnBSjf vo know wlnlt tmlt mcans. I

coulrIn.t Px.por( to pot marriort on that,
cou1 ,? no ,. wanU.rt mo nny.
how thmlKl) x wanted tn marry very
badly. I never lemember the time when
t)B on(l tmnB or whlch j drcam(,,j wns

Qt (Q bcl.onu. j.olne decent man's wife,
u soumIS fllnny doesn't It?"

She flicked the ash from her cigarette.
I was beginning to wish that I had left
her alone, that I had not embraced an
opportunity of doing her good.

When I was thirty-eig- I came into

't ' ".ony f"' " whom I

don't remember to have ever seen. It
turned my hed; I taught that money
could do anything I that now 1

would marry, and thnt I would marry
Just the sort of man I had always hoped
I would do You sec, I had practically
no knowledge of the world at all how
can a woman have who has lived a life

u yean
to mako It clear to me that. In thinking
because I had got money I couid marry

1 l- - 1 'asJh f'
seemed to be dislocated to enable her to
JJo so. and she beckoned tho waiter to
"" "

Men wanted to mairy me oh, yes; but
they were the kind of men whom I would
not, as the saying is, have touched with
the end of a barge pole. Whenever I
saw a masculine creature to whose ap-
pearance I particularly objected, I knew
that, sooner or later, he would nsk me
to bo Ills wife which was nice, No one
else ever did, so I made a fool of myself
by way of seeking consolation,"

Tho waiter brought her a fresh edition
of that curious concoction; she put the
glass to her lips.

"Don't suppose that my desire to marry
grew less as my years grew more; that's
a silly notion which some young girls
seem to have. If I have to advertise for
a husband, I'm going to have one before
1 die; so you can Imagine what lt means
to mo that Cecil Armitage has asked me
to bo his wife. I don't know that I'm
particularly fond of him; I'm quite
aware that he Isn't at all fond of me. Of
course, I shall have to pay for him you
needn't tell me that. I've got more
money than some people think, or, I be-

lieve, even than he suspects. 1 believe
he thinks that I've got two or three thou-
sand a year; I'm a Ucii woman, my dear.
My money has gone on Inci easing und in-

creasing, and now I don't spend a tenth
of my Income, I don't mean to let him
know how much money 1 really have;
he'd want too much If I did, I don't sup-
pose for a moment tiint he isn't whnt
I've seen described as 'shop soiled;' he
wouldn't want to gut money out of me
at the price of maklrjr; me his wife If he
wasn't In a nasty hole. And, bless yon,
1 don't mind that; I've grown out of all
my Illusions, You can tell me all you
know- - against him lf you like, though t
don't know how you found It out; It will
give me a pull over him when lt comes
In talking matters over a little later on.
Nothing you can tell me to his discredit
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ynu, nnd ulint do 7011 menu by talk

will surprise or hurt me In the least. I'm
prepared to pay a good lump sum to get
him clear of all his messes, then I'm go-

ing to have one of the finest weddings
ver seen in town; I've had a special sum

i,et apart for It for years. Won't he make
a picture of a bridegroom .' 1 never
dreamed that I should marry a man like
him."

Her cigarette being nearly consumed,
she lit another, whllu I looked at her with,
I have no doubt, amazement in my eyes
anil something like terror In my heart. I
had never supposed that there were such
women as she existing in the world, who
looked at whnt, to me, were sacred
things from such a roint of view

I had nightmares because of Miss
Drawbridge that night real nightmares.
1 had a broken and disturbed night ab-
solutely on her account, nnd 1 got out
of bed with tho focllns strong upun mo
thai. If I could posssibly help lt, that, to
my mind, impossible marriage should not
take place I would do that unfortunate
woman good in spite of herself.

When I got down almost the first per-
son I saw was Mr. Cecil Armitage, look-
ing so glum, so unhappy, so desperate,
and, 1 could not but think, so ashamed of
himself, that my resolution was strength-
ened.

It ls quite the thlnt, at Dieppe to go
down to the quay to see the boat come In
from Newhaven. After dejeuner, as there
was a pretty stormy sea, I thought I
would go and see what the passengers
looked like. As I was going I fell In with
Mrs. Curtis, one of tho dearest old ladles
I havo ever met. She was an American,
and, so far as I could mako out, had been
doing Kuropc very much on her own, al-

though the had a husband who everybody
said was a millionaire. It seemed that he
was coming to Dieppe by that very boat.

"I haven't seen him," she told me, "for
more than six months. He's so occupied
with business that he hasn't time to
spare for such a trifle as a wife, except
between whiles. I understand that he's
been making another million dollars. I
wish he wouldn't; every fresh million ho
makes only seems to fill him with tho
desire to make more: and as we've neith-
er kith nor kin, and are Just a lonely old
couple, what we'ro going to do with all
the money I can't think."

When the boat drew up at the quay she
began to wave her handkerchief with all
her might to an elderly gentleman who
stood on the deck, and he began to wave
his to her; so I drew off In order that
they might meet without being worried
by a stranger. Ah I was strolling off the
quay after most of the people hod gone,
n girl who had a small brown bag In her
hand looked at me as If she wondered
If I were very dreadful, and then, as If
thinking that perhaps I was not, sum-
moned up courage to speak to me.

"Can you tell me," sho asked, "the
namo of a cheap and respectable hotel
w here where I can go alone?"

I told her of one which I thought an-
swered that description I offered to
show her where it was. She was quite
the prettiest girl I had seen for ages,
with a face, I thought, which had char-
acter and strength, as well us being good
to look at. I fell In love with her at
sight. She did not accept my offer to
show her to the hotel, but sho thanked
mo for giving her tho name: and then,
a'I'r favoring mo with a further inspec
tlou, she made a remark which took me
aback.

"I believe (lint in these foreign places.
If they havo been there any time, English
people begin to know each other by name
ns well as by sight. Will you pardon my
nsklng how long you've been hero?" I
told her Then came a staggering ques-
tion' "Can you toll mo If thero Is now
staying In Dleppo a gentleman named
Cecil Armitage?"

I Informed her that to the best of my
knowledge and belief there certainly was.
I do not know what thero was In my tone
which she resented, but there seemed to
b iomethlnc; because, brly thanking

log- to nir like ttilrv

me. she gave mo a cold little nod and
walked on.

Thnt evening, after dinner, I was sitting
in the Casino gardens when I saw a
fragment of conversation between Mrs.
Cm tis and her newiy-returnc- d husband
which both amazed and tiemea me. i
may say at once that, unlesi I blindfold
myself, whether I want to or not I

cannot help seeing what people are say-
ing whenever I look out of my eyes. 1

was rather In tho shadow, and they were
In the full glare of the electric light, so
that I could not help seeing them. The
old lady was speaking when I saw them
first.

"Po you'vo been making more money?"
she said; and as sho said it sho looked
nt her husband rather severely.

"I've been making a pile, Eleanor; a
regular pile. I wish money wnsn't so
easy to make, or that I hadn't the knack
of making It."

As he said it, he looked to me as If ho
groaned. In spite of the severe expres-
sion on the old lndy's face I daresay there
was a twinkle In her eye.

"And what are you going to do with It
now you've made lt?"

"I'm hanged lf I know I'll bo both-
ered if I do. It's of no use to mo; and I
suppose It's of no use to you, ls it?"

"None whatever. I've all tho money
I'm ever likely to need and rather moro;
it's piling up at the bank as lt Is, so that
I'm ashamed to look my bank book In
tho face, there's such a lot of it. I won-
der you can't find some better occupation
for your time than making money when

' you've got more than you want already."
The old gentleman, bending toward her,

took her hand In his. I could see how
his face softened ns he touched her, and
how hers softened, too.

"I tell you what I should like to do
with some of that Inst money I've been
making I'd like to do someone a good
turn. Do you think it would be easy?
Y'ou don't happen to know of a man,
woman, or child to whom a certain amont
of money would mean the difference be-

tween heaven nnd hell? There must bo
such people In the world somewhere.
Wouldn't you like to set some fellow,
who wasn't quite a bad one, on his legs,
or glvo some woman, who was very much
in need of It, happiness It money could
do It?"

She did not answer, but I fancy she
pressed tho hand which was holding hers,
nnd I stole off, I did not dare to stay
longer for fear I really should bo Intrud-
ing.

I walked as far away from them na I
could get, to the other end of the ter-
race, whero I was a witness of quite a
different scene. There was Mr. Armitage,
standing close up agnlnst the sea wall,
looking out across the night-blac- k sea;
and somehow his nttltudo told mo that
It could not be blacker than his mood, I
paused a little distance from him and sat
on the wall Itself. I wondered how long
ho would stay. After a whllo he turned,
and I thought he was going; then out of
the dnrkness there came I knew no more
tlinn he did from where the figure of a
woman. When she saw him she stopped,
nnd he stopped also. There was a lamp
close to the sea wall which let me see
their faces, and liow, at the Bight of encli
other, they changed. Then 1 saw each
pair of Hps form at the sam moment a
Christian name "Cecil," "Margery!" and
In an Instant they were In each other's
arms. I had to stop and look at them,
because this was the girl I had met on
the quay, to whom I had lost my heart.
They were silent for quite a rerceptlble
period, as If each was content to know
that the other was thero. Then, as he
held her at arms' length, I saw him ask
her:

"Margery, how do you come to be
here?"

And t saw her answer, with the light
.....u. ...v,

"I came for you,"
"l or roe? tiood Qod:" The nanm

wincn nein Mr tell to nil tides; ne

- hit imiTr

seemed to stagger as If he. had heen dealt!
a. .....it .miKej, uu nnoiji'in l navfl '

come.'
"1 had to come; t couldn't help coming;

I couldn't stay away. I thought you might
want inc."

"Want you? As If there's ever likely to
he a time when I don't want you: I was
half lieslde myself for want of you then."
She moved forwnrd, ho put his hands as
If to stop her . "You mustn't, you
mustn't." He drew himself a little morn
erect. "Margery, I'm going to be mar-
ried."

"Is thnt true' Is It quite, quite cer-
tain that you're going to bo married?"

"It's either that or Jail."
"You are sure perfectly sure?"
"Absolutely. Clarko Is here; he wants

his money; he'll take a warrant out If he
doesn't get It soon. I can only get it '

from her."
Thero was such an accent on the pr-

onounI knew It from the look which was
on his face, I could seo she winced.

"I know; I've heard all about her. I
ao i t Know wnai 10 nuvise you to do.
You know you win bo committing a great
sln-- if you marry her" I noticed that
both Part es seemed to avoid mentioning

",,M""' """" uuni.ll. but I understood as I Immediate!

my disposal. .Vow. do not ask qarBtior
but lo as you.r told yes, lt ls a m.

j nclo lf you ke to ,hInk ,t ,t
-,-1 i ...1.1-- 1. , ...
nf vn . ,f ri ..,..

v r.iiwiL'H.i mm juui niiuumu iiuk
think you will ever cease to lovo me.''

"I am as sure of that as that yo i ,n I

are standing here; It's the only thing of
which I am sure. You are part and par-
cel of my life, of my very being."

"That being so, do you think you ought

..4n niJ t .nvo mv.X fliV--" " , V t V i Vi iZ

pent to Jail there's no alternative. Then,
when I come out, as likely as not I aha.ll
marry you."

"Well what then?" The smile which
lighted up her face was one which, my
Instinct told me, only comes to the wom-
nn who holds the worl . well lost for love.
Her question made him flame Into anger.

"Whnt then? Kverythinn then! Mar-
gery, you shan't marry n Jailbird you
shall not. If I'm to bo branded as a felon,
I'll never carry on the brand to you, and
to our children never, never. As God Is
my witness, you Bhall not be a felon's
wife, tho thing resolves itself into
this: If I don't marry this woman I shall
i i ..m . i . A .....
oecuinc a jjiiuiiu-m- .c ..... lu.mu
one; then-yo- ult be such a temptation to.
me, Margery. I've been tempted once and
I've fallen, but whnt was that temptation
compared to you? 1 11 not dare to risk lt
Po It's good-b- Margery. I've no right
to kiss you; the meie thought of your
Hps ngalnst mine drives me mad. I'm
going I'm going to marry that woman
and I'm going to her now."

And apparently he went he positively
ran. And the girl never turned even to
follow him with her eyes, but remained
stock still where ho had left her; then
did as he had done looked out across the
night-blac- k sea.

I sat still and watched her till I could
bear It no longer; then I went to her and
said:

"Will you come with me, please, while
I speak to some friends?" She glanced
at me as she might have done at a ghost:
I do not think she quite realized that I
was a creature of flesh nnd blood. So I
reached out and took her by the hand and
said to her again: "I I think I can help
you if you'll come with mo while I speak
to some frelnds."

Sho did not utter a sound, or try to. I
think her heart was broken. She Just let
me take her by the hand and lead her
where I would; she moved as lf sho were
a docile child. I saw, In the distance, that
M- - .n.l Mro furll- - w.ro still tvhorn
had loft them; so I placed her on a chairj t f r 1

' 'i,i . , t,n,i.Diininins t.w ttiuu.
a few minutes I hope I'll be able to cornel1"1'1 lalllher breast
to you again with some good news.

She sat down with meek nnd heartren- -

ding obedience she was such a picture of
misery I could have cried; but I boro up
till I got to Mr. and Mrs. Curtis, even
though I bellevo there was something
moist In the corners of my eyes. I got
to the heart of my subject without any
sort of preamhlo.

You know, Mrs. Curtis, I told you that
1 was a if'iicner 01 m- - ueiti aiiu uuiii..,
and that I could tell what people are say
ing by watching their Hps?"

"Of courso you did, my dear. This Is
,,, t.i.el.or.,1 ti'Vii line Ills! rmn In lit A

from New York City, Kred, this Is Miss
Judith l.ee. of whom I was sneaking to
you. She's a very wonflertui young wom-
an, and I hope she's going to be my very
dear friend."

I did not wait for Mr. Curtis to speak;
T lno rry T una bA w? h,
ginning to look at me with a sort

"I Just saw you and Mr. Curtis talk -

ing. and I saw Iilm sa. to you that with
some of the money he had Just been mak- -
int. h. wnnlrt like to set some fellow, who

n..ii a hn.i r,ne nn his leirs. nnd
give some woman, who was very much In
need of it, happiness. Weil, 1 Know just
twh n.iir. and if ho meant it I can I

give him a chance of doing, right now,
exactly what lie said he wanted lo do." I

Ttif looked at me. and they lOOKed at
each other, which I did not wonder at I
was so hot and eager, so very much In
earnest.

Mr. Curtis asked, with something In his
volco which made mo wonder It ho was
nnlzzlnc mn. but I did not care If ho was:

"Who aro your deserving couple, Miss
t,etT'

Then I told them all nbout It, In Just as
few words as I could, and as close to the '

point as I could get them, It did mo
good to see how quick he wns at getting
nt mv meanins I believe that before I
V. rt,.t 1 1. .. ) 1 I, 11 l.,....,11(11, ttlttCII.Vt t.U HtlUL, .,..1... ,ud, rtuv. . . . . . ml- - ,

at wnai 1 wanien nun 10 nei. 1 ne quis- -

.Hill Ilttltt ,iia mil. 11. inn uti-t- ; uci. ,10
niiit.u ...iitt, ,,ir,i. uwv
imvu tmnl a utmnlv nitinzinir speech,
hut which seemed to come quite naturally
from him,

"If fifty thousand dollars-th- at Is, ten
tv.nit.nnd nnnnrts xterllnir would do for
this lady and gentleman what you want
- A n t.nt'n Iha null trtnlttt nn

one condit on. Miss I,oe that you don't
say from whom It comes. You're to re- -

gard that as your secret and mine."
In nbout inreo minutes i ttciit leariiin

l.ll illltT ..., W1, .'-. .t.t.i t - ..n...,... n ,l.n ,ue,n.
rant, a suspicious-lookin- g glass In front
of him and a most dismal expression on

"Mr. Armitage, I want you to come with
me at once, on business which ls to you
almost a matter of life and death."

He looked at me as lf amazed, which
was not odd. 1 lancy ; seenieu pieiiy ex- -

cited, and my acquaintance wiin nun was
of tho slightest Hut I gave him no chance
to talk. Almost before he knew It, I wns

side. I believe Mr. Armitage did ask '

some questions, but he got no nnswers;
I took him at such a pace tn my hotel
that he had not time to nsk mnriy. 1 had
arranged with Mrs. Curtis that she should
carry off tho girl to her private sitting- -
room. As l opened uio uoor, wnn the
young gentleman In tow, she came out.
and sho slipped Into my hand what I

knew to be a wad of notes. Then I
showed Mr, Armltago Into the room, anil
when he aw the girl and the girl saw
him their faces were a study.

Oft I went, without any preamble, as
hard as I could to tho point.

'I have no time to waste in explana- -

you to understand that owing to circum- -
..... ..i . n , jr .V

control I know all about you and that's
all i nrneve. nir. Armitage, that you

I nave aom regara tor inn young lady,

whose namo I don't happen to know, ea.

?nf

thi in.n ir s .Mnrcerv is it correi r inn
you havo a regard for her?"

t.t.tir,uo.lp, Mi.......i ,...,.-.- ..Atrnrr.l mo...... .on it 1.....a .ur.tin."V.I.UI
r.A If a nr.. ntlilni. Vin.l Vi f, n ft o n f.rl In t Vi r. I..,,,
datlons of the world'

"I don't know what use you Intend
Mini.. ..r it... ...ln v.. T I....
objection, since you appear to know nJ

world.
"I knew It, but I preferred to net ti

fact from you. Without thrusting mysol
too much upon your confidence, ma"
ast. .llss htnlner I should nrnfer tn ji

Is Stnlher- -
"I'leaso call me Margery," she mur

tniiri-i- l lliet ttillrmnrofl T ,.n.!l it. V,

words better than I could hear them
"May I ask, Margery, I? you have

the degree nny feeling of tho sam
Kind for .Mr. Armitage'"

Klie did not nnswcr-- he looked nt nv
t ..,, i,- -,. -- i...
i,t ,.i , 1V., .,

, ,mlucf.fj ner to (raw c,se and tak '.V.ii.t v .i v..u ,

milde nlfnr
wwiij utc ' ia-.- ', iv i o tt v lutruti jr u

Arabia that yoJi should be married At th
patlieftt possible moment" jo j sho
hnvn ennn iVinU fn HMrl t i i .

Placed funds at my disposal which wl
enable vrat to do so. Please don't srea'i

". M" Armitage, you've been dolr
suimnthliiK d ffrracpful: I'm nph.iincl
Vol! llOtV Tnilfl, mnnn. ,1 V, ,
"I'lectlonnmo Clark person'"

"It was eight hundred, hut now I

in.iKes it out to be a tho isand "
I did not ask what hold tho man h"

over him, not out loud, bjt I daresay tl
iinrnuon was formulated In mv brain
'nnnot explain how it wa b it I seen--'
to see tno answer In Us . es. or snm
Where: "He's got a foi ireil
Anrl It rave mn tnmli r.1.1 ,l.)A.a ,tAn
my nacK that I went h'.rrvire on

"Mr. Clnrlro !!! .a nM

table and write on that sheet of paper
1lt nr v. ,..,..... .

be paid out of tho fund wh h I have

He sat down and wrtc t took hi
some minutes. A ynung ). rtuman ca
not ne expeciea 10 set down ai ne ow

sions In that list of his when t was f.

as It was.
"That's a very great deal of money,

nswer. 10'j will leave u mnnn roniir.... .1 . I 1. . . , , r .

Miss Stalner will leave also, In charge

iou will go to London, thero you will

.,LUIIIUIIUK, .tlUIBUUj,
will bo married.

steady.

On your arrival there employment will

Il"u ,u wiut.i ... cimum JU It.

,,, .- -t.

win dp in your own 1 anu. .idw.
gery. you're not to do that."m, ,

was crying. I had to comfort her.
,uit, tit) nt..., juu .dual ftfujj y

bend; you mustn t Rive way, there
heaps of things you must do. Tomorr
you must buy your trousseau, and
om 01 wi;ims juu nn. uuve 10 im

and now, Margery, lf you will keep
crying you'll mako mo cry, too, you

and I won't."
Everything happened as I Intend

. ".. . - .
ArilllWIKU fU Sllill.lCt.lt.CU. 11U

still bewildered: even as the boat
starting I believe he had a sort of feel

shared a cabin with the girl. And
-- "iw vmj- - ..v...... ...... ......

The next morning I Interviewed
Clarke. I sent for him to Mr. Curtis'

1 ocean ac ma visitor oeiore nis noso
of,'1 door--I did have sj--

"Mr. Clarke, I presume you're aw
'ou aY Pced yourself In a

serious position?
"e glared at me as if he wonlered

I then he looked at Mr- - C rt s,
perhaps thnt kept him from saving st
u iih nu.uu nivo unr .

"You have in your pocket a fcrced
of acceptance which you
knowing it to bo forged, ar.d w. h
iiuvo uaeu 101 me purpose e.i "rblackmail, I need not tell a pefson
your experience that by so doing
nj.vn Tt. .','(. vnnrai L iv imn tne r.tiii
the criminal law."

Ho began to bluster.
Who the deuce nre you, and what

you mean by talking to mo Ike this'"
"Mr. Armitage has instructed me

act on his behalf." I laid some notes
the table. "There Is the money he 0
you. You'll give me the Dill you hold
a quittance in full of all the claims
have against him."

TUa.... ...rtttn trt irln nttlfn. It TtrftttV t!

..t,A Via fpUH Irt. VtAOItertvcnc ui, ..ttn..,
......... .

...... ... - - -

welch, n hen he lett tnat room ne
got his money, and I had the bill and
quittance and everything I wanted. T
1 Interviewed suss uraworiage.

I found her In the courtyard of
hotel having what she called her ar
Hv Ar fllW.lVS. 1 CaiUg tO m6 POlnt
ner ai once.

"Miss Drawbridge, Mr, Armitage wl.
mo to tell you that the engagement wl
no eniereu imu tvim iu ls ai an
113 JUU IIIU H tlltll IV.,,Wl.ta,,V.fV. nt.n.. n. . T - . .

'0u will excuse my treating it as a b
,,PSS proposition which is off "

to her like that in th very least
was a most extraordinary woman
stead of my taking her aback, she
me.

rnat s nil rigni. i ve oeen mri
matters over in my minu. niui i inutit
Sl.if that It would be better to cut
loss."

boat for London. The next dav that
fectlonate pair were married Mr Ci
g.xve the bride away, and I was
bridesmaid. Afterward wo had quit
fHstlve time wtlh Mr and M'b, Cu
On Snturdav Cecil and Margery sallei
doubt If they had realized tho sltua
even then. I believe they still thougl
wns a miracle and it was.

It was a miracle which material
and, If I may mix my metaphors-- ni
shall if I choose bare fruit nnd flouris

imp hi iirm. ...ii tin. v.. iui'. tit j h.u
Importance. Cecil Arnvtage proved l

hard-heade- sluvrrd Mr Curtis I

irilltia tJ,l 'iri4, ".w
me only the cttutf day that she and C

were the hapwa pair in th
Stat ojmt


